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Perspective Needed 
Thi s le t te r is in r e sponse to M r . L e o n a r d 
C h e s t e r ' s le t ter in the J a n . 10, 1978 
Visi tor . A s a m e m b e r of the E l i z a b e t h t o w n 
cong rega t i on , I feel compe l l ed to i n f o r m 
M r . C h e s t e r and o the r s , a n d set the record 
s t ra igh t c o n c e r n i n g o u r bui ld ing projec t . 
T h e $610 ,000 is not a mis -p r in t . It is 
e r r o n e o u s however , in s t a t i ng tha t this will 
only be a s a n c t u a r y . Th i s will be, in fact , a 
c o m p l e t e faci l i ty tha t is m u c h needed by 
o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n . T h e new faci l i ty will 
h a v e a l a r g e m u l t i - p u r p o s e r o o m , 
fe l lowship hall , a n u m b e r of c l a s s rooms , 
l ib ra ry - lounge , k i t chen , p a s t o r ' s s tudy, 
church office, and a un ique , square , 70' x 
70' s a n c t u a r y ! 
T h e Bui ld ing C o m m i t t e e and the rest of 
the m e m b e r s of t he c o n g r e g a t i o n have 
s t ruggled with o u r needs and indeed, 
sough t t he L o r d ' s will in how to deal with 
o u r space needs. It t o o k us two yea r s to 
t a k e the Big S t e p F o r w a r d , and we feel we 
a r e go ing in t he r ight d i rec t ion . O u r pres-
ent c h u r c h bu i ld ing has only enough s p a c e 
for a b o u t e ight (8) c l a s s r o o m s so we have 
six (6) c lasses mee t ing in a h o u s e d o w n the 
s t ree t . T h i s is not only inconven ien t , but 
a lso very u n e c o n o m i c a l a s f a r as hea t and 
t i m e a r e conce rned . A l s o ou r W e d n e s d a y 
evening c lubs a n d g r o u p s a r e fo rced to 
sp read ou t c aus ing m o r e diff icul ty! O u r 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service now 
a v e r a g e s a b o u t 200-210 which jus t a b o u t 
fills the s a n c t u a r y . T h e new s a n c t u a r y will 
a c c o m o d a t e a b o u t 400 peop le with s o m e 
c l a s s r o o m s o p e n i n g fo r over f low. W e feel 
tha t our miss ion here in E l i z a b e t h t o w n is 
to fill this new s a n c t u a r y by reaching out 
in to ou r own c o m m u n i t y ! 
It should a lso be noted tha t we, as a 
c o n g r e g a t i o n m e t o u r financial c o m -
m i t m e n t s to the b r o t h e r h o o d this past 
fiscal yea r , inc luding a Miss ion con t r ibu -
tion of $6,600. In add i t ion , $66,000 was 
given for the Bui lding F u n d t o w a r d pledges 
of $235,000 over the next th ree years . 
W e have all w o r k e d very hard , giving 
ou r t ime , m o n e y and p rayers , to do what 
we feel the L o r d has lead us to do. W e have 
e a c h g r o w n i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d it h a s 
s t r eng thened ou r fe l lowship with each 
o t h e r to h a v e w o r k e d t h r o u g h s o m e 
difficult t imes and then sha red and rejoiced 
with the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . 
O u r new bui ld ing is p l anned for comple -
tion in the Fal l of 1978. W e hope tha t 
m a n y of you can c o m e and sha re this t i m e 
of re jo ic ing with us, and help and en-
c o u r a g e us with ou r mission he re in 
E l i z abe th town . 
K a r e n W o l g e m u t h 
E l i zabe th town , P A 
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Editorial 
A New Creation 
"Therefore, if any one is in Christ 
he is a new creation; the old has passed 
away, behold, the new has come" 
(II Corinthians 5:17). 
This description of the Christian 
and the Christ ian life surfaces t ime 
and again in the New Testament . 
Jesus spoke of this to Nicodemus 
when he said, "Tru ly , truly, 1 say to 
you, unless one is born anew, he 
cannot see the kingdom of G o d " (John 
3:3). 
There are many facets to the salva-
tion gem, including forgiveness, recon-
ciliation, and redemption. Each shine 
with divine brilliance. But the theme of 
passing f rom death to life has a 
brilliance all its own and is strong in 
the New Testament writings. 
The concept of salvation as new life 
has a supernatural ring. It is an ex-
pression of God ' s grace. Man cannot 
give himself new life. Paul speaks of 
our being "dead through trespasses 
and sins." F rom this condition we are 
made alive. Jesus described it as a 
birth by the Spiri t—real beyond all 
doubt and beyond all human explana-
tion. 
The concept is a radical one—as 
radical as life is f rom death. It brings 
into existence a new creation. The old 
is gone; the new has come. This con-
cept moves beyond forgiveness and 
one's standing in grace. The Christian 
is not only different in his relation to 
God, he is different in his being. He is 
a new creation. 
The sinner is not only forgiven, he 
has been changed. The rebel has not 
only been pardoned, he is now a 
citizen of a new kingdom. Loyalties 
have been changed, and the perspec-
tive is different. Salvation is more than 
a judicial pardon. It is an act of God 's 
divine Spirit whereby the dead has 
been made alive and a new creation 
has come into being. 
God ' s grace is neither earned by 
man nor forced upon him. It is offered 
to man but not without condition. It 
must be received. This response by 
man is the other side of the salvation 
equation. 
" Jesus came . . . preaching the 
gospel of God. and saying, 'The t ime is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the 
gospe l ' " (Mark 1:14). The Lukan 
account of the Great Commission 
includes "and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be preached 
. . . to all nat ions" (Luke 24:47). 
The initial sermon preached after 
Pentecost finds Peter calling the crowd 
to repentance and baptism (Acts 1:38). 
Paul, regarded by many as the Apostle 
of justification by faith, reminded the 
Ephesian elders that he never failed to 
preach repentance and faith (Acts 
20:21). 
The New Testament response by 
man—man ' s side of the equation—is 
repentance and faith. Faith and repen-
tance are two sides of the same coin. 
One does not really turn to God in 
saving faith unless he turns from sin in 
t rue repentance. Faith, so called, 
without repentance is presumption; 
repentance without faith is only regret 
and human sorrow. 
Repentance is a change of mind—a 
radical t ransformation of thought, at-
titude, outlook, and direction. The 
term " tu rn ing" is often associated 
with repentance and suggests a con-
scious act of the will to leave and to 
follow. 
There is in our day the urgent need 
to include repentance in the gospel 
message. We need in our preaching 
and teaching the biblical marriage of 
faith and repentance. If we are con-
cerned a b o u t the a p p a r e n t g a p 
between "confessions of fai th" and 
discipleship it may not reside entirely 
on our failure to nurture the new 
member. It may well be related to our 
fai lure to unders tand the radical 
na tu re of the salvation equat ion: 
repentance on man's part and new life 
on God's. 
Repentance needs to be a part of the 
authentic salvation message. To offer 
the benefits of God's grace without 
including the need for repentance is 
false advertising, to put it in contem-
porary terms; and heresy to use a 
more traditional term. The grace that 
makes a new creation is only received 
as man ba lances his side of the 
equation: "repentance to God and . . . 
faith in our Lord Jesus Chris t ." Z 
Anniversary Sunday 
June 4,1978 
June 4 is the congregation's day to 
observe the denomination's 200th an-
niversary. Although none of our con-
gregations approach that age, this 
becomes an occasion to identify with 
the denomination of which each con-
gregation is a part. 
What does 200 years of history 
mean? For some, whose family roots 
are deep in Brethren in Christ history 
it may have one kind of significance. 
My middle initial is " E " which stands 
for Engle—a name that goes back 
many years in Brethren in Christ 
history. But if my name were k u m a l o 
or VanderVeer or Fimiano or Rae or 
Perez what would be the meaning of 
200 years of history? 
It may be of significance to observe 
that the kind of experience envisioned 
for Anniversary Sunday may well 
have the most meaning for those who 
are the least knowledgeable of the 
history and heritage of the church. 
They may be the most interested in 
learning who we are and why we are as 
we are. 
But it is not only people who have 
made our church. It is also ideas. It is 
our understanding of the Bible and the 
meaning of discipleship. It is the story 
of the development of our fai th 
t h r o u g h the m e r g i n g of severa l 
theological streams. It is our life 
together in brotherhood and mission. 
This year, and June 4 in particular, 
is an appropriate time to discover who 
are the Brethren in Christ and to 
discover if we are (to use a biblical 
term) "fa i thful brethren in Chris t ." 
Z 
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The Beauty of the 
Shared Life 
Roy V. Sider 
It is significant to note that af ter 
Jesus had performed the miracle of the 
loaves and fish and the 5,000 were 
filled, the people came to make Him 
king by force, but He refused their 
offer of kingship. I am sure He said 
several things, but among them He 
reiterated that life is more than bread. 
In Luke's Gospel Jesus refused a 
judgeship and in that we see that life is 
more than justice. In John 6:22-35 He 
speaks of that eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give. 
The New English Bible translates 
R o m a n s 11:36 as God ' s being the 
source, guide and goal of all that is. 
There is more to a person than having 
physical needs supplied and proper 
mental stimulation. Each person needs 
to discover his /her roots in the eter-
nal—the purpose of his/her being here 
now and his /her final destiny. Eternal 
life is the goal of being. This eternal 
life is in Jesus Christ for He says in 
John 6:29, " T h e work of God is this: 
To believe in the One whom He has 
sent ." The ult imate good news is that 
God, the Creator , has communicated 
with people through His Son, Jesus 
Christ . " I am the Bread of Life, he 
who comes to me will never go 
hungry," says Jesus in John 6:35. 
In an address at Duke University 
some years ago, P r ime Min is te r 
Trudeau said: " S o indiscriminate are 
our values that we allow ourselves to 
be directed by government on the 
single assumption that the expenditure 
of money is a measure of happiness. 
Yet what does growth of the G N P do 
to confine or reduce the extent of 
delinquency among juveniles, corrup-
tion in gove rnmen t , monopoly in 
business, l imitations of education op-
por tuni t ies , pol lut ion in our en-
vironment—what does it offer in the 
This article by the bishop of the Canadian 
Conference was presented as a devotional 
meditation at the recent annual meeting of 
MCC. The companion article "The Beauty of 
the Shared Loaf appeared in the March 10 
issue. 
presence of the violence or the absence 
of beauty? Bluntly stated, it does 
no th ing . N e v e r t h e l e s s , it is th i s 
nothing that directs our lives. It is this 
nothing that we have the effrontery to 
export to the newly independent coun-
tries under the guise of foreign aid. It 
is this nothing that we have come to 
worship even as we suspect its falsity 
and its perversity. This nothing we 
clothe all too often with the attractive 
descr ip t ions—progress , modern i ty , 
achievement. As we do so we admit 
our woeful weakness and quality of 
our work, our attitudes and our ac-
tions. Our definition of the good life 
has become intertwined with abun-
dance—abundance which invites waste 
and obsolescence, which forgives taw-
driness and self-indulgence." 
Yet neither Trudeau nor any other 
government leader had the answer to 
the full length. Jesus Christ says that 
He gives peace within. He reconciles 
us with our God. He directs us to lose 
our life in seeking God and thus find 
our true identity and a new direction 
for life. Barbara Ward of England, 
who is as much concerned about 
feeding the hungry and sharing the 
loaf as we are, speaks of England at 
one point in history as being made up 
of "gin-sodden idiots." She mentions 
two things that changed the direction 
of England. One, she says, was the 
preaching by Wesley of the good news 
about Jesus Christ. This is the life that 
we have the privilege of sharing along 
with the loaf. 
I find it relatively easy to be a 
theorist. I may conduct evangelism 
and church growth seminars, preach 
sermons on witnessing, or debate as a 
member of the executive committee 
about the need of sharing the Word as 
well as the deed, and do all this 
without really sensing in my own life 
as I ought the beauty of sharing the 
eternal life that is in Jesus Christ. If 
that life is to be shared I must do as 
Jesus did—I must first of all share 
myself. Before He shared of the 
Father He shared of Himself. We all 
need to be models of the life of Jesus 
Christ. As we share ourselves we earn 
the right to share eternal life. 
I find it easy to drive past my 
neighbor's to the many meetings I 
attend. Neighbors had moved next 
door to us—we finally had them over 
for dinner. After dinner I said to the 
gentleman, " I ' m sorry, Mr. J., that 
I've been so long in getting to know 
you. I must confess I 'm the world's 
worst neighbor." He said, " I ' m sorry I 
ever said tha t . " I didn't know until 
then that he had actually said to some 
of the other neighbors that I was the 
world's worst. 
Mr. J is an agnostic. He tells my 
wife (she gets over more frequently 
than I do) that he keeps a loaded 
revolver beside his bed. He would 
never hesitate to shoot any person. He 
would never kill an animal—they 
don't harm each other but people do. 
Another occasion when we had them 
over for dinner I suggested that we go 
to easier chairs. He said, " N o , I prefer 
to lean on the table." We sat on those 
hard chairs for three hours. I didn't 
say very much, but I did a lot of 
listening 
During those hours he shared with 
me these statements in this sequence, 
but of course with much filler in 
between: "You know, my mother 
never wanted me to be born," and 
later " I ' m a lawyer because my dad 
wanted me to be a lawyer. I wanted to 
be an engineer." Still later he said, 
"You know, the only person I ever 
loved was my brother and the Japs 
killed him. I've hated the Japs ever 
since." Toward the end of the evening 
he said, " I ' m afraid to die. I don' t 
know what 's after death ." I really 
hadn't said anything spiritual to that 
point. You may think I was slow but I 
think that 's one time I was right on 
schedule. Still later he said, " I wish I 
could believe. I would be a better man 
if I could believe." Only then did I say, 
" M r . J., I used to have trouble with 
doubt too. Then the Lord gave me the 
promise that if any man wants to do 
His will, he shall know His teaching, 
whether he speaks of Himself of the 
Father that sent Him." Mr. J. said, 
"Tha t ' s good, that 's good." I don' t 
have a success story to tell you. I 
simply share that with you to show 
that in my case with my neighbor it 
was necessary to share myself before I 
shared Christ. 
Sharing ourselves is not all there is 
to the beauty of sharing eternal life. 
One of the simple little resolutions 
that I have tried to seek in my life is to 
more frequently speak the name of 
Jesus. Occasionally I have people 
come to me who are all uptight 
because they work beside people that 
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blaspheme the name of Jesus. I never 
have q u i t e f igured ou t why we 
Christ ians are more uptight about 
people blaspheming the name of Jesus 
than we are about our reluctance to 
bless the name of Jesus. I wonder what 
would happen in our communities if 
we could speak His name as freely in 
sincerity as the world speaks it in 
blasphemy. It has been an exciting and 
very enjoyable experience to endeavor 
to naturally work into my conversa-
tion the name of Jesus Christ. I 
suggest to you that when we share the 
Word there is no better word to share 
than that. 
There are some things in life that if 
we give them away we have less. When 
we give away our faith, it becomes not 
less but more. It was John C. Wenger 
who told me the story of a man who 
was lost in a blizzard in the Alps. His 
own survival was threatened until, 
trudging through the snow, his foot 
struck on something. He stopped to 
see what it was and found a man. He 
dug him out of the snow and found 
that he was still alive. He got him to 
his feet, moved his legs and his arms 
and tried to push him along the moun-
tain trail. He worked with him until he 
himself was almost exhausted from 
the effort. The man that he found in 
the snow died but he himself lived 
through the elTort that he had put 
forth to save another. J. C. Wenger 
described a time when he was in 
Europe and had almost lost his own 
faith. In trying to help another man 
find the faith, he recovered his own 
faith. 
W h a t the wor ld needs is not 
necessarily more theologians nor peo-
ple who are highly polished in the art 
of witnessing. What the world needs to 
see is people who have found the 
beauty of Jesus Christ and share that 
beauty as part of their lifestyle. 
When I have shared with a man my 
loaf of bread , I have given him 
something of value, but I have really 
given him the short end of the loaf 
unless I also share with him the bread 
of eternal life. 
Given the history and shape of the Brethren in Christ Church, what ought 
to be some of the directions the denomination should be going? 
A Leaven and a Witness 
On Saturday evening, November 
12, 1977, Dr. Robert Lyon, professor 
of N e w T e s t a m e n t a t A s b u r y 
Theologica l S e m i n a r y , met with 
Brethren in Christ students and wives 
from Asbury and Ashland seminaries 
on the campus of Asbury Seminary. 
The occasion was an informal getting 
together of the Brethren in Christ 
students of the two seminaries: Owen 
and Ardis Alderfer were also present. 
We asked Dr. Lyon to share with us 
on the following question: Given the 
history and shape of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, what ought to be some 
of the directions the denomination 
should be going? His dicussion with us 
stimulated our thinking and we want 
to share it with the brotherhood. 
First, Dr. Lyon raised the rather 
startling question, " W h y do you want 
to double your membership in ten 
years?" His intention was not to dis-
credit evangelism; rather, he was 
p r o b i n g fo r o u r m o t i v a t i o n and 
rationale for our goal. He frowned 
upon what might be called "popular 
evangelism" today. To wit, a Gallup 
poll indicates the U.S. contains some 
40 million born again people. Where is 
the impact of that large segment on 
the American society? 
He warned that our brotherhood 
can achieve any numbers goal we 
want, simply by diluting conversion. 
He reminded us tha t if we have 
anything to contribute to the church 
worldwide it is a solid conversion. He 
urged us to buy in to Wes l eyan 
evangelism, which incidentally very 
closely parallels our own forefathers ' 
style of evangelism. There, discipline 
among and accountability for each 
other was prominent. 
Second, he suggested that the mis-
sion of our denomination ought to 
involve being a leaven and a witness to 
mainline denominations. We ought to 
avoid the "ghet to syndrome" which 
says, " W e ' r e too small to be of any 
value." After all, we are a part of the 
body of Christ. He reminded us that 
the greatest impact of John Wesley 
w a s not t h e f o r m a t i o n of t h e 
Methodist Church, but his greatest 
impact was on the Church of England. 
L i k e w i s e , o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s 
p r e s e n c e ough t to m a k e l a rge r 
denominations evaluate themselves to 
more honestly and more authentically 
be the church. 
Third, Dr. Lyon suggested that our 
c h u r c h d e v e l o p a " c o n c e p t of 
penetrat ion." Here he only hinted at 
some possibilities. This could involve 
developing leaders, placing Ph. D's at 
strategic places across the country, 
and d e v e l o p i n g ou r concep t of 
Brethren in Christ life and growth in 
the inner city and elsewhere. This 
"concept of penetrat ion" would go 
beyond a growth which adds in-
dividuals to present congregations, to 
a growth which is designed to incor-
porate the genius of Brethren in Christ 
brotherhood. 
Two responses in some ways sum up 
the thoughts of those who shared in 
the discussion. 1) We allirm again the 
idea of total and costly discipleship 
w h i c h so c h a r a c t e r i z e d o u r 
forefathers' concept of the church, and 
which concept is being rediscovered 
again today as truly biblical. 2) We 
need to guard against growth for 
growth's sake. In our evangelism we 
need to be sure to incorporate the 
accountability and responsibility of 
the members of the church to each 
other as was so characteristic of our 
heritage and the early church. In our 
drive for quantity we allirm our need 
for quality also. 
As a brotherhood we would do well 
to give heed to this prophet " f r o m 
another country." 





Several members of the production staff for Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the 
Brethren in Christ study a model of the set design. They are (from left) Paul Tucker, 
Wendell Zercher, Norman Bert, Jeff Books, and Ray Zercher. 
As church leaders contemplated 
marking the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, many proposals for special 
celebrational events received atten-
tion. As early as 1975, the Anniver-
sary C o m m i t t e e for the Genera l 
Conference Program developed the 
concept of a celebrational dramat ic 
pageant and contacted Norman Bert, 
then a graduate student at Indiana 
University, to begin writing an ap-
propriate script. 
The result has been an original 
dramat ic pageant entitled Pilgrimage: 
A Pageant about the Brethren in 
Christ, which will be presented in three 
p e r f o r m a n c e s at the Bicentennial 
Conference in July, 1978. 
Producing a celebrational d rama of 
this magnitude is an undertaking re-
quiring the energies and cooperation 
of many people. After arranging with 
N o r m a n to wri te and direct the 
P a g e a n t , t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s next 
responsibility was to name a Producer. 
The Producer of any dramat ic un-
de r t ak ing is responsible to br ing 
together the necessary staff and see to 
it that things get going. With this in 
mind, the Commi t t ee asked Wendell 
Zercher of Harr isburg, Pa., to assume 
the Producer ' s role. Wendell was 
se lec ted b e c a u s e of his g e n e r a l 
o rgan i za t i ona l and admin i s t ra t ive 
skills and because his location gave 
him ready access to all phases of the 
undertaking. Wendell works for the 
Aurora Club, a Harr isburg agency 
providing counseling and activity ser-
vices for emotionally disturbed people. 
He and his family are members of the 
Harr isburg Brethren in Christ con-
gregation. 
W e n d e l l a n d N o r m a n t h e n 
collaborated to fill other production 
staff positions. 
Jeff Books of the Waynesboro 
Brethren in Christ congregation was 
appointed Technical Director and Set 
Designer. A senior at Messiah College 
and president of the Messiah College 
Players, Jeff has a wide background in 
d rama including acting, directing, and 
set design work. Along with Lance 
Eisele, Jeff spent the summer of 1977 
touring churches in the United States 
and Canada with a chancel d rama 
program. 
Jeff is responsible for all visual 
aspects of the pageant. Working with 
him are Joe Lehman as Lighting and 
Sound Technician, Ray Zercher as 
Projection Artist and Photographer, 
and Paul Tucker as Stage Carpenter . 
Joe is an electrical engineering ma-
jor at Messiah and is a member of the 
Locust Grove congregation. Ray has 
had a varied career in journalism, art, 
and photography and is an assistant 
professor of literature and art at 
Messiah. The pageant relies on pro-
j e c t e d s l ides , and R a y will be 
preparing these. Ray, who by the way 
is Producer Wendell 's father, is a 
member of the Grantham congrega-
tion. Paul is f rom Dillsburg, Pa., and 
is very active in Young Life. 
Beth Frey and her daughter Heather 
of the Speedwell Heights congregation 
are creating the costumes. Beth, who 
spent many years as a missionary in 
Rhodesia, has taught tailoring at 
Messiah College. Heather, a senior at 
Messiah, has worked for Norman 
before as a costume designer for 
college d rama productions. 
Bob Fry of the Messiah College 
staff handles business matters for the 
pageant. Director of Alumni Affairs at 
the College, Bob is a member of the 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Reservations and ticket sales are the 
responsibil i ty of Esther Ebersole . 
E s t h e r , C o o r d i n a t o r of C a r e e r 
Development at the College, has had 
wide contact with the Church at large 
and is in an excellent position to 
coordinate and process requests for 
t i c k e t s . E s t h e r , a m e m b e r a t 
Grantham, also assists with pageant 
publicity. 
The pageant utilizes two choruses 
who supplement the dialogue with 
musical background and interlude. 
Emerson Frey, minister of music in 
the M a n o r c o n g r e g a t i o n and a 
member of the denomination's Com-
mission on Church Music, is rehears-
ing the choirs for the musical part of 
the pageant. 
John A. S ider is coord ina t ing 
publicity for the pageant. A member 
of the Gran tham congregation. John is 
public information officer for a local 
school district, so that making sure 
people are aware of what is going on is 
a natural activity for him. 
These individuals have a l ready 
spent much t ime in planning every 
detail of the pageant to assure that 
audiences at General Conference will 
be able to celebrate their Brethren in 
Christ identity in a memorable way. 
Remember, tickets may be reserved by 
returning the tear-off registration card 
in the Conference Brochure insert of 
the February 25 issue of Evangelical 
Visitor. 
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Religious News 
Doctor Converted After Patient's 
'Return From Hel l , ' Cites Pattern 
A d o c t o r w h o cons ide red religion "a l l 
h o c u s - p o c u s , " c h a n g e d his mind a f t e r 
reviving a t echn ica l ly dead pat ient and 
" b r o u g h t h im back , ter r i f ied , f r o m he l l . " 
" I t sca red t he fool out of m e . " Dr. 
M a u r i c e R a w l i n g s told A P r epo r t e r Er ic 
N e w h o u s e a f t e r w a r d . " T h a t night I went 
h o m e , d u s t e d off my Bible and s t a r t ed 
r ead ing it. I haven ' t s t opped yet . I t ' s j u s t 
the way it says in t he Bib le . " 
" R a w l i n g s , 54, is an A m e r i c a n Co l l ege 
of C a r d i o l o g y fellow, a c a r d i o v a s c u l a r dis-
ease special is t , a n d an A m e r i c a n H e a r t 
Assoc i a t i on na t iona l ins t ruc to r . 
L a t e r the pa t i en t c o u l d n ' t r e m e m b e r his 
d e s p e r a t e cr ies , " D o n ' t s top , I 'm in hell, 
d o c t o r . D o n ' t let m e go b a c k . " 
Evangelicals Stress Social Justice 
T h e e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e o f 
Evange l i ca l s for Soc ia l Ac t ion has set a 
t h r e e - y e a r b u d g e t o f $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 a n d 
l aunched a sea rch for two fu l l - t ime staff 
m e m b e r s . 
E S A , an in t e r rac ia l g r o u p of social 
j u s t i ce a d v o c a t e s , d r a w s its s u p p o r t f r o m 
evangel ica l s in m a n y q u a r t e r s . P res iden t 
R o n a l d J . S i d e r po in t s to c h a n g e a m o n g 
evange l ica l s d u r i n g t he pas t 10 years . 
" E v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n s now agree tha t 
w o r k i n g for social j u s t i c e is a bibl ical 
m a n d a t e , " he said. 
E S A grew out of the N o v e m b e r , 1973 
m e e t i n g w h i c h p r o d u c e d t h e w i d e l y -
publ ic ized " D e c l a r a t i o n of Evangel ica l 
Socia l C o n c e r n . " 
M o s t Psychiatrists Surveyed Brand 
Homosexual i ty 'Pathological Adaptation' 
O f those m e m b e r s of t he A m e r i c a n 
P s y c h i a t r i c A s s o c i a t i o n re spond ing to a 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 69 p e r c en t s a id t h e y 
b e l i e v e d " h o m o s e x u a l i t y is u s u a l l y a 
pa tho log i ca l a d a p t a t i o n , as opposed to a 
n o r m a l v a r i a t i o n . " 
T h e s u r v e y , p r e p a r e d by M e d i c a l 
A s p e c t s of H u m a n Sexua l i ty , listed 18 per 
cent in d i s a g r e e m e n t and 13 per cent 
unce r t a in . 
A s izeable m a j o r i t y of the psych ia t r i s t s 
said tha t h o m o s e x u a l s a r e genera l ly less 
h a p p y t h a n h e t e r o s e x u a l s (73 per cen t ) and 
less c a p a b l e of m a t u r e , loving re l a t ionsh ips 
(60 per cent ) . S e v e n t y per cent said 
h o m o s e x u a l s ' p r o b l e m s focus m o r e on 
t h e i r o w n i n n e r c o n f l i c t s t h a n on 
s t i g m a t i z a t i o n by society at large. 
M a n y of t h e phys ic i ans d o u b t e d tha t 
h o m o s e x u a l s could be t ru s t ed with i m p o r -
t an t j o b s . Time m a g a z i n e s ta ted tha t 43 
per cent of the psych ia t r i s t s pa r t i c ipa t ing 
in t he survey a n s w e r e d yes to the query : 
" A r e h o m o s e x u a l s genera l ly a g r e a t e r risk 
t h a n h e t e r o s e x u a l s to hold pos i t ions of 
g r e a t r e spons ib i l i t y?" 
Kenneth Wilson Joins World Vision Staff 
Kenne th L. Wi l son has been n a m e d 
special ass i s tan t to the pres ident of W o r l d 
Vision In te rna t iona l , it was a n n o u n c e d by 
Dr . Ted E n g s t r o m execut ive vice presi-
den t . T h e f o r m e r ed i to r of Chr i s t i an 
He ra ld m a g a z i n e is jo in ing Wor ld Vision 
on a p a r t - t i m e basis and will a lso serve as 
c o n s u l t i n g e d i t o r f o r World Vision 
magaz ine . 
Wi l son was a m e m b e r of the edi tor ia l 
stall' of Christian Herald for 28 years . H e 
was also vice pres ident of Chr i s t i an Hera ld 
Assoc ia t ion , C h r i s t i a n Hera ld C h i l d r e n ' s 
H o m e , and Bowery Miss ion in N e w York 
Ci ty . 
United Presbyterians Divided 
on Ordaining Homosexuals 
S c h i s m in t he U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n 
C h u r c h is a spec t r e rising over the Gene ra l 
A s s e m b l y now p lann ing a M a y mee t ing in 
S a n Diego. 
T h e con t rove r sy exploded fol lowing a 
J a n . 24 a n n o u n c e m e n t tha t a 19-member 
na t iona l task fo rce of the 2.6 mill ion-
m e m b e r d e n o m i n a t i o n had voted tha t the 
church should o rda in h o m o s e x u a l s w h o 
a re o the rwise qual i f ied cand ida tes . 
" W h y a r e we s tudy ing and deba t ing th is 
at a l l?" asked Dr. G a r y D e m a r e s t , p a s to r 
of the La C a n a d a P resby te r i an C h u r c h in 
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a , and a m e m b e r of t he 
San E e r n a n d o P re sby te ry which dec la red 
it will not o rda in gay cand ida t e s for t he 
minis t ry . " O u r G e n e r a l Assembly in 1976 
was ove r tu red by the Presby te ry of N e w 
Y o r k Ci ty , a sk ing for defini t ive g u i d a n c e 
rega rd ing the o r d i n a t i o n of a person w h o is 
' a n a v o w e d h o m o s e x u a l a n d is well 
qual if ied in every o the r par t of the t r ia ls 
for o r d i n a t i o n . ' " T h e A s s e m b l y dec la red 
tha t such an o rd ina t i on " w o u l d at t he 
present l i m e be in jud ic ious if not im-
p r o p e r . " 
Power in American Religion 
Held Shifting to Sun Belt 
P o w e r in A m e r i c a n religion is sh i f t ing to 
t h e S u n B e l t — t h e S o u t h a n d t h e 
S o u t h w e s t — a c c o r d i n g to Dr. M a r t i n M a r -
ty, a p r o m i n e n t h i s to r i an of religion and an 
assoc ia te ed i to r of T h e Chr i s t i an C e n t u r y . 
H e holds tha t the re l igious c h a r a c t e r of 
the rest of the na t ion will be changed as t he 
S u n Belt religion " t r i c k l e s n o r t h . " 
D r . M a r t y a d d e d t h a t t h e U p p e r 
Midwes t m a y feel the impac t of t he 
rel igious power shif t less than the rest of 
the U . S . 
Community's Population: 467; 
Sunday Church Attendance: 850 
T h e west cen t ra l M i n n e s o t a c o m m u n i t y 
of P r i n s b u r g with 467 pe r sons is an un-
usual place. 
It has no beer par lors , no l iquor s tores , 
no d a n c e hal ls and no billiard par lors . 
T h e only school within the city l imits is 
the C e n t r a l M i n n e s o t a Chr i s t i an Schoo l 
and the re is only o n e church , a lso Chr i s -
t ian R e f o r m e d . 
T h e church has 850 m e m b e r s — m a n y 
live ou t s ide the c o m m u n i t y l imi t s—and the 
pa s to r e s t i m a t e s t ha t 95 per cent of t h e m 
a t t end S u n d a y m o r n i n g services. A b o u t 80 
per cent a r e back for the S u n d a y evening 
services, he said. 
3,100 Inquirers in Billy Graham 
Las Vegas Crusade 
Evangelist Billy G r a h a m , saying tha t he 
c a m e " t o c o n d e m n no th ing but sin and to 
preach the g o s p e l . " invaded the " e n t e r t a i n -
ment capi ta l of the w o r l d " in the G r e a t e r 
Las Vegas C r u s a d e , Eeb. 1-5. 
An ave rage of I 2 .600 people c a m e to the 
C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r f o r t h e l i v e - d a y 
meet ing . Dr. G r a h a m said he went " t o 
br ing revival to the churches , to br ing 
answers to t hose w h o a r e search ing . . . and 
to give the world a t r u e p ic ture of the o the r 
side of Las V e g a s — w h e r e people live and 
work quiet ly as they d o in all o the r 
p laces . " 
On S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g at 3:00 a .m . he 
preached a special message for those w h o 
worked in e n t e r t a i n m e n t and g a m b l i n g . 
M o r e than 1,000 people including s inger 
R o b e r t G o u l e t a n d c o m e d i a n F o s t e r 
Brooks , heard the evangel is t p reach on the 
Twen ty - th i rd P s a l m . J o h n n y and J u n e 
C a r t e r C a s h sang, " W h y Me. L o r d ? " 
C B N Starts International N e w s s e r v i c e 
A news service tha t will cover "a l l t he 
m a j o r s to r i e s " on n e t w o r k s wi thout the 
bias centered in the W a s h i n g t o n / N e w 
York axis has been launched by the Chr i s -
tian B r o a d c a s t i n g N e t w o r k . 
B o b G . S l o s s e r , f o r m e r a s s i s t a n t 
na t ional ed i to r of T h e N e w York T i m e s 
a n d f o u n d i n g e d i t o r of t h e N a t i o n a l 
Cour i e r , will head the N a t i o n a l N e w s 
Division of C B N . a c c o r d i n g to Dr. M. G. 
( " P a t " ) R o b e r t s o n , C B N ' s f o u n d e r and 
pres ident . 
R o b e r t s o n an t i c ipa t e s a ne twork of 
s o m e 200 c o r r e s p o n d e n t s in the U .S . and 
a b r o a d for its news sources and sate l l i te 
feeds f r o m V I Z N E W S in L o n d o n and 
E U J I Televis ion in T o k y o . T h e n e t w o r k ' s 
W a s h i n g t o n c o r r e s p o n d e n t s will include 
Eorres t Boyd, f o r m e r W h i t e H o u s e cor-
respondent with M u t u a l News, and C a l 
T h o m a s , f o r m e r l y wi th N B C N e w s . 
N e g o t i a t i o n s a re u n d e r w a y with a well 
known na t iona l television personal i ty for 
the a n c h o r m a n posi t ion in both newscas ts . 
World Evangelism TV Special 
Presented on Prime Time 
A b o u t 200 angry viewers called s ta t ion 
W C C O - T V , t h e C B S a t l i l i a t e in 
Minneapo l i s , when they found tha t live 
hours of p r i m e t ime were being p r e e m p t e d 
for the " 1978 W o r l d Evange l i sm S p e c i a l . " 
But s u p p o r t e r s of the rel igious TV spec-
tacu la r were much m o r e n u m e r o u s than 
critics, j u d g i n g by the v o l u m e of pledges of 
money and p raye r s t e l ephoned to t he 
sponsor of t he special , the W o r l d 
L i t e r a t u r e C r u s a d e . 
A l m o s t 2,500 cal lers f r o m s o m e 200 
U p p e r Midwes t c o m m u n i t i e s p romised to 
devote 648,000 q u a r t e r s hou r s of p r aye r 
for world evange l i sm dur ing the c o m i n g 
yea r and pledged to give m o r e than $240.-
000, enough to f inance Chr i s t i an l i t e ra tu re 
for s o m e 24 mill ion people. 
T h e W o r l d L i t e r a t u r e C r u s a d e paid 
$25,000 to W C C O - T V and a 15 per cent 
c o m m i s s i o n to an agency for the live hou r s 
of choice viewing t ime. It is a lso buying 
t ime on s o m e 120 o the r U . S . television 
s ta t ions for s imi la r showings this year . 
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Theology of Missions—The first in a projected 
series, by various writers. 
Grace Ho! and 
Israel - God's Servant Missionary 
When God wanted to bring His 
world back to Himself, He had to start 
somewhere. He did not choose to 
speak to each man Himself in an 
overwhelming voice. He did not send a 
dazzling figure f rom outside the world 
to over-power man. Nor did He use 
one man to go throughout the earth by 
superhuman means and preach His 
judgment and planned provision. Such 
methods would perhaps have violated 
m a n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d t h e 
limitations God had put upon Himself 
in relation to His world. 
Mission in The Old Testament 
Instead, God chose to work through 
a na t ion . He had a message to 
give—of judgment and restoration, of 
justice and love. It would be given 
th rough a messenger who would 
become God 's great object lesson and 
voice to the world. Such a messenger 
would not be a missionary in the same 
sense in which we use the term today, 
but would be the embodiment of a 
cosmic message of vital importance to 
every man. Through Israel each in-
dividual must hear of God and come 
under His domain—if not now, at 
some time in the future. Understood in 
Adapted from a paper written by Grace 
Holland for a course at the School of World 
Mission, Fuller Theological Seminary. Her 
husband Fredric has recently completed re-
quirements in the doctoral program. A com-
panion article. "The Holy Spirit and Mission" 
is planned for a later issue of the VISITOR. 
this light, God 's choice of Israel was 
clearly not for the purpose of limiting 
His mercy, but to make it known. 
Israel was to be God 's servant in a 
special sense. She was to be His 
missionary to the rest of the world. 
It is helpful to think of mission in a 
two-fold way. To be given a message 
to live out for the whole world is 
certainly mission. Yet we see that to 
fill a role passively would not satisfy 
G o d ' s p u r p o s e a l w a y s . T h u s 
"miss ion" in a fuller sense would 
mean also to go out in purposeful 
witness. It is important to make a 
distinction between this and its mis-
sionary message, so that we do not 
read more missionary activity into the 
Old Testament than is actually there. 
We need to distinguish between cen-
tripetal and centrifugal missionary 
a c t i v i t y — I s r a e l by its role and 
message was to attract the rest of the 
world to God (centripetal), while in 
the New Testament , the Church was 
to go out and witness aggressively 
(centrifugal). As George Peters (A 
Biblical Theology of Missions) con-
cludes, " T h e Old Testament does not 
contain missions; it is i tself 'missions ' 
in the world. 
The Election of Israel 
To understand the centripetal force 
of missions God wanted in the Old 
Testament is to realize the tremendous 
role Israel was to play. She is often 
referred to as the "chosen people." 
God began His redemptive work by 
choosing a man and making a nation 
of him. He nursed this nation in the 
cradle of another and then brought her 
out in the sight of all the other nations. 
George Wright, in his book The God 
Who Acts, says of this: " I t is un-
realistic to assume that Israel's belief 
in herself as the especially chosen 
recipient of Divine favour was simply 
the projection of the nation's egoism 
or the over-compensation for an in-
feriority complex. How else was Israel 
to account for her existence, except 
that God had set his love upon her?" 
Thus the conviction that Israel has 
been chosen comes out again and 
again in Israel's records of her history. 
" F o r you are a people holy to the Lord 
your God; the Lord your God has 
chosen you to be a people for his own 
possession, out of all the peoples that 
are on the face of the ear th" (Deut. 
7:6). Choice and deliverance by God 
then grew to legal covenant. There was 
a future to this unique relationship, 
and there were obligations. God began 
to hint at the purposes for which Israel" 
was chosen. He had already told 
Abraham that all the families of the 
earth would be blessed through him 
(Gen. 12:3). Now God began to call 
the people of Israel a kingdom of 
priests (Ex. 19:5-6). Priests can be 
conceived as privileged leaders, but 
their privilege comes from their ser-
vice. Through the words of the leaders 
of Israel we catch further glimpses as 
time passes of the role Israel was to be 
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playing. David in his psalms referred 
to God ' s glory among the nations, as 
did other psalmists. But it was the 
work of the prophet Isaiah to take up 
the theme of the servant which Israel 
must be to her God. 
Who is The Servant? 
In Isaiah 40-55 the theme of the 
servant is thorough ly developed. 
Reference to the servant occurs 18 
times. The rich interpretations and 
expectations pour forth in profusion, 
first in one vein and then in another. 
Many a t tempts have been made to 
explain the servant in these chapters as 
other than the people of Israel. Some 
have tried to show that Isaiah was 
writing of a historical person, either 
past or future, such as Zerubbabel, 
Jehoiachin, Moses or Jeremiah. In 
spite of Je remiah ' s significant words, 
"But I was like a gentle lamb led to 
the s laughter" (Jer. 11:19), he and 
o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s f a l l s h o r t of 
satisfying our understanding of these 
passages. Other writers have tried to 
show that the servant is the writer 
himself. Even the Ethiopian eunuch 
thought this might be true when he 
talked to Philip (Acts 8:34). Still 
others have thought the servant to be 
the dynasty of David or perhaps the 
city of Jerusalem. All these interpreta-
tions have a measure of truth, but 
none brings out the full meaning 
which seems to lie there. 
In Introduction to the Old Testa-
ment, Robert Pfeiffer says " T h e Ser-
vant is both Israel and an individual" 
and goes on to write that Franz 
Deli tzsch sees the servant as " a 
pyramid in which the basis is Israel as 
a whole, the middle levels are Israel 
according to the spirit, and the apex is 
the Redeemer ." Let us consider these 
three levels of meaning. 
The Nation as The Servant 
In many places it seems clear that 
the prophet is calling the whole nation 
of Israel to her servant role. "But you, 
Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I 
h a v e c h o s e n , t h e o f f s p r i n g of 
Abraham, my friend; you whom I 
took f rom the ends of the earth, and 
called from its farthest corners, saying 
to you, 'You are my servant, I have 
chosen you and not cast you off " (Isa. 
41:8-9). As the servant, Israel was to 
witness to what God had done. " 'You 
are my witnesses,' says the Lord, 'and 
my servant whom I have chosen, that 
you may know and believe me and 
understand that I am h e . ' " (Isa. 
43:10). As His servant, Israel was also 
to be God ' s messenger. She often 
failed of her responsibility. " W h o is 
blind but my servant, or deaf as my 
messenger whom I send? Who is blind 
as my dedicated one, or blind as the 
servant of the Lord?" (Isa. 42:19). 
Israel, the servant, had a God-
appointed and God-centered mission, 
and this mission was to the nations. 
Through Isaiah God makes it clear 
that He created Israel for His own 
purpose. Israel is " the people whom I 
have formed for myself that they 
might declare my praise" (Isa. 43:21). 
In her praise of God, Israel was to lift 
up the a b s o l u t e n e s s , uni ty and 
singularity of God. "I am the first and 
I am the last; besides me there is no 
god" (Isa. 44:6). 
The Remnant as The Servant 
There is another level of meaning, 
however. A group within Israel is to 
serve God in a special way. The 
spiritual Israel or the righteous rem-
nant is to call the rest of Israel back to 
God (Isa. 49:4-5). It is those who still 
seek the Lord. "Hearken to me, you 
who know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law; fear not the 
reproach of men, and be not dismayed 
at their revilings" (Isa 51:7). 
The Messiah as The Servant 
Deliverance will come for this ser-
vant , the remnan t . It will come 
through yet another manifestation of 
the Servant, an individual. Here we 
reach the apex of the Servant pyramid. 
The mission of the servant, the people 
of God, will be realized in the Servant, 
the Messiah. This individual servant is 
referred to especially in the four ser-
vant songs in Isaiah—42:1-7, 49:1-9, 
50:1-9, and 52:13—53:12. Although 
there is nothing in these songs which 
clearly connects them with the concept 
of the Messiah held by Israel to that 
point , m e m b e r s of the apostol ic 
church later identified this Suffering 
Servant with Jesus the Messiah, in 
Acts 8:32-35, Heb. 9:28, and 1 Peter 
2:22-25. 
In the first song, the ideal Servant 
suffers innocently and voluntarily in 
order to bring true religion to the 
nations. " I have put my Spirit upon 
him, he will bring forth justice to the 
nations" (Isa. 42:1b). Some have 
called a part of this song the only truly 
centrifugal missionary verse in the Old 
Testament for here the Servant will 
reach out to bring true religion to the 
earth including the coas t lands or 
islands. " H e will not fail or be dis-
couraged till he has established justice 
in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his law" (Isa. 42:4). 
The other three servant songs make 
it clear that the ideal Servant will 
suffer unto death and his death will be 
the atonement for the sins of the 
world. " I t is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
preserved of Israel; I will give you as a 
light to the nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the end of the ea r th" 
(Isa. 49:6). 
The Corporate Personality 
T h u s t h e i n d i v i d u a l S e r v a n t 
becomes the mediator of God's cove-
nant so that the collective servants 
may have new hearts and fulfill the 
purposes of the covenant for all the 
nations. Israel through the Messiah 
does become the servant-missionary as 
God intended. John Bright, in The 
Kingdom of God, points out that 
"However the Servant is pictured, 
even when conceived as the coming 
Redeemer, the Servant mission is 
always laid before Israel as her calling 
and destiny. . . . She is to take the road 
of missionary suffering in the footsteps 
of the Saviour. . . ." 
It is perhaps the role of suffering as 
a se rvant -miss ionary tha t speaks 
loudest to us missionaries of the true 
Israel today. Bright concludes " I t was 
plain that there was a suffering which 
came not from having sinned, but 
precisely from having done the will of 
God. . . . A more powerful summons 
to the people Israel could hardly be 
imagined. It was no less than an entire 
reinterpretation of their destiny as the 
people of God. . . . Here is a summons 
to stand again as the people of God 
and to take up a mighty task ." 
Yet the people of Israel as a whole 
did not accept this chal lenge of 
sutVering and carry out the continued 
role of the servant-missionary. It 
remained for Jesus to instruct his 
disciples to go into all the world, thus 
laying on them the servant destiny. We 
follow in that command today. We are 
called to be servant-missionaries, too. 
Do we accept for ourselves the cross as 
well as the truth that the great good 
news must be taken to the nations? " I f 
any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 
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Maganda 
Rhoda Winger 
To discover that you have suddenly become rich and 
beautiful is something like walking right into a fairy tale! 
(That is, unless you have come from North America to the 
Philippines, where every Americano is rich. Little wonder, 
then, that the merchant boosts his prices when Americanos 
enter his shop, and the children call " M a g a n d a " when 
ordinary Americans walk down the street.) 
This Amer icano (of the Canadian variety) discovered 
* Maganda, pronounced mah-gahn-DAH, is the Tagalog word for 
beautiful. 
Rhoda Winger, whose home church is the Port Colborne. Ontario, 
congregation, is completing a three-year term of service in the Philippines 
under Campus Crusade for Christ. Originally assigned a ministry with 
faculty members at the University of the Philippines, she broadened her 
work to contact with several churches during the Here's Life Crusade. 
genuine richness and beauty in a tan-skinned tribal girl 
named Belle Domerez. Now to be tribal is often thought to 
be poor and primitive. But to be a Christian, as is Belle, is 
to be a King's daughter. 
Our busy household was singularly blessed when Belle 
came to work for us, for she brought with her manual 
skills a rare quality of cheerful service. Day after day she 
tended to her endless tasks which included large piles of 
laundry to be done by hand. She cleaned the house and ran 
errands, always demonstrating a kind and helpful spirit. 
Then it was my turn to do something for Belle. She was 
ecstatic when I gave her a yellow outfit which had been 
hanging in my wardrobe. It had been too warm for a 
Canadian in the tropics, but it would be just perfect for 
her. 
I invited her to join our Friday morning home Bible 
study for working girls. (But they were "sophisticated 
young ladies" with city positions.) At first Belle seemed 
awkward and shy, but as a spirit of sisterhood spanned the 
social barrier, she began to relax. 
Our classes included training in evangelism. When the 
girls paired up for two-by-two practice. Belle was visibly ill 
at ease. And when we decided to go witnessing in the park, 
she excused herself. She was in bondage to her tribal 
background. She didn't realize W H O S H E W A S ! To be 
paired up with one of her new city friends was more than 
she could handle. Belle could not yet see that her richness 
and beauty in Christ Jesus made her second-rate to no one. 
Only after my suggestion that she and I could be partners 
did she consent to join the group for witnessing. 
That af ternoon in the park, a beautiful thing 
happened. It was Belle's turn to witness and I was the 
silent partner. Her skin glowed richly against that bright 
yellow Canadian fabric as with confidence and ease she 
unfolded to her prospect the riches of God 's grace. That 
day another Filipina entered the Kingdom of God at the 
invitation of a radiant, courageous King's daughter, Belle 
Domerez. It was my turn to say, "Maganda!" 
Belle Domerez is exceedingly rich! She plans to return 
to her own people as a tribal missionary. When the Source 
of her wealth invades those meagre mountain huts, 
displacing tribal superstition with the glory of His 
presence, then that will indeed be M A G A N D A ! 
LETTERS 
from page two 
Principle Rather than Ritual 
I have fo l lowed the e x c h a n g e of views 
r ega rd ing t he p rac t i ce of f ee t -wash ing 
( L e t t e r s to Ed i to r , F e b r u a r y 10) with a 
g r e a t dea l of in te res t . Je re l B o o k ' s un-
d e r s t a n d i n g of C h r i s t ' s t e ach ing in S t . 
J o h n 13 is very s imi la r t o my u n d e r s t a n d -
ing of th is passage . I believe tha t C h r i s t is 
ins t ruc t ing us in J o h n 13 to be will ing 
se rvan ts , to d o will ingly t he humble , 
t hank l e s s t a s k s a n d to d e m o n s t r a t e o u r 
se rvan t r e l a t i onsh ip t o H i m a n d to ou r 
fel low C h r i s t i a n s . A n d I bel ieve t ha t t h e r e 
a r e be t te r w a y s t o obey t ha t ins t ruc t ion of 
C h r i s t ' s t h a n to e n g a g e in a r i tual t h a t is 
mean ing les s , (I d i d n ' t get m y feet d i r ty on 
the way to t he service) a w k w a r d , (I wea r 
shoes a n d s o c k s — t o say no th ing of c o m -
p l i c a t i o n s a r i s i n g f r o m c o n t e m p o r a r y 
w o m e n ' s f a sh ions ) and anachron i s t i c . 
It m a y in te res t you to k n o w tha t I have 
not exper i enced a g r e a t deal of tens ion 
because of m y u n d e r s t a n d i n g and app l ica -
t ion of t he s c r ip tu ra l pr inc ip le of feet 
washing . I would ven tu re a guess t ha t the 
two c o n g r e g a t i o n s I have served have 
hea rd as m u c h p reach ing f r o m me on t he 
feet wash ing pr inciple as o the r B in C 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s hea r f r o m their pas tors . 
(This pr inc ip le is not l imited to J o h n 13 
and I T i m o t h y 5:10). Pe r sons jo in ing t he 
Bre thren in C h r i s t t h r o u g h the churches I 
have served have been t a u g h t ou r doc t r ina l 
e m p h a s e s f r o m our M a n u a l of D o c t r i n e 
and G o v e r n m e n t . I have been ca re fu l to 
point ou t tha t while s o m e Bre thren in 
Chr i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s p rac t i ce l i teral feet 
washing , o u r confess ion of fa i th ( M D D , 
pages I I , 12) classif ies feet wash ing as a 
pr inciple to be observed in church life and 
prac t ice . I a m g r a t e f u l for t he count less 
t imes th is pr inc ip le is observed in t he 
congrega t ion I a m present ly serving, and 
for s imilar , pr iceless m e m o r i e s f r o m my 
f o r m e r par i sh . 
O n e of my m a i n r ea sons for wr i t ing this 
letter is to express my apprec ia t ion for a 
d e n o m i n a t i o n tha t is o p e n m i n d e d enough 
to accept pe r sons with vary ing views on a 
doc t r ine such as feet wash ing . I a p p r e c i a t e 
those w h o wan t to p rac t i ce feet wash ing 
li terally. Indeed, unless a congrega t iona l 
emergency p reven t s me, I will likely a t t end 
and pa r t i c i pa t e in the feet wash ing (or is it 
f o o t w a s h i n g ? ) s e r v i c e a t G e n e r a l 
C o n f e r e n c e . I will be with b r o t h e r s and 
sisters for w h o m the r i tual has m e a n i n g . I 
would not suggest t a k i n g t ha t away f r o m 
them for the world . But I a m g ra t e fu l to 
no te t ha t these s a m e b re th ren will not 
insist t ha t I teach and p rac t i ce a cu l tu ra l 
r i tual in an a t t e m p t to c o m m u n i c a t e a 
t r anscu l tu ra l , e te rna l t r u th . 
And if you should , by any chance , a t t e n d 
the M a u n d y T h u r s d a y C o m m u n i o n Se r -
vice at t he Car l i s l e Bre th ren in C h r i s t (or 
any o the r C o m m u n i o n Serv ice he re fo r 
tha t m a t t e r ) you will h e a r a mes sage tha t 
will cen te r in the t r u t h s C h r i s t t a u g h t . Y o u 
will be invited to p a r t a k e of a mea l sym-
bolizing the ac t ion of C h r i s t a t the Las t 
S u p p e r , ( t iny pieces of b read , g r a p e j u i ce 
instead of wine.) A n d you will be invited to 
a s s u m e a s e rvan t ' s role, bo th in re la t ion to 
the Chr i s t and to His body, t he church . 
W a l t e r W i n g e r 
Car l i s le , P A 
to page eleven 
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A Testimony Meeting 
L u k e K e e f e r , J r . , c h a p l a i n a t 
Messiah College, directed what many 
people will recognize as a " tes t imony 
meet ing" in a recent college chapel. 
Af t e r making some opening com-
ments, he asked a question which will 
have a famil iar ring to the reader: 
" W h o will be first?" A student quickly 
responded and others followed. 
Pat: " L a s t year I couldn' t stand in 
front of a g roup to speak for Jesus. 
When I accepted a Sunday School 
teaching ass ignment , I cried through 
the whole first class, and the next 
Sunday my voice gave out. 1 finally 
confessed to the Lord that 1 was 
hopeless and that He would need to 
help me — and H e did! God helped me 
and he can help you too . " 
Char les : " D u r i n g th i s y e a r a t 
Messiah, by the help of both students 
and faculty, the Lord has showed me 
how to live. He has helped me discover 
that 1 need to be the Lord ' s person in 
everything I do. I purpose to do t h a t . " 
Sarah: " I n many ways I am a weak 
person (she looked frail, physically) 
but the Lord has helped me become 
s t rong ." 
Dorothy: " T h e Lord helped me 
very much dur ing the recent Spiri tual 
Life Days. I am now better able to 
handle difficult things. 1 had wrong 
feelings toward others and have asked 
the Lord for forgiveness. When I come 
back to Him, the Lord is always 
there ." 
Pete: I am thankfu l today for many 
things. Not long ago God called me to 
be baptized. At first 1 said, " N o , " 
because I had been baptized when I 
was a baby. Then I asked my mother , 
but 1 should have known better; she 
sent me to our minister. It was not 
easy for me, but I finally gave G o d ' s 
Word first place. Three weeks ago I 
was bapt ized!" 
Selma: " I had a dtAcult childhood 
and adolescence, but with the Lord ' s 
help and many at Messiah, I am free 
f rom the pas t—free to love. For most 
of my life I dreaded getting up in the 
morning. Now I am able to wake up 
happy for the first t ime in my life!" 
John: " I am not worthy to be a 
Christ ian, but am most thankful for , 
this way of l ife." He then read Psalm 
1 3 9 : 7 - 1 1 . 
Glenn: I also find it very hard to 
stand in front of all of you and testify, 
but here I am. I jus t want you to know 
that I love Jesus ." 
Diane: " M y Bible study group has 
been very meaningful to me. I would 
like to ask all of us to pray for and 
share money with Ivan, whose home 
burned to the ground recently. He has 
lost all his favorite things, so let's open 
our hearts. I will be going to New 
York with a missions team this spring; 
please pray for me. Let 's do all we can 
for the Lord here at Messiah." 
Sue: " W h e n I consider myself or a 
situation hopeless, I pray and Christ 
gives me peace. I just need to remind 
myself that He is always in control ." 
Bill: " Jesus has taken my feet out 
of the miry clay and set them on the 
Rock. I am happy to report that I 
have an u p - t o - d a t e exper ience in 
Christ ian fa i th . " 
Judy: " M y private devotions are 
very meaningful to me. I wish to tell 
the world I am a Christ ian, but it isn't 
easy. Pray for me . " 
Connie: "Th i s week a Christ ian 
friend taught me how to love — to be 
more sensitive to others. I really need 
to work on tha t . " 
Test imony t ime then ended because 
chapel t ime had run out. We had 
l a u g h e d a n d c r i e d a n d p r a y e d 
together. Our hearts were warmed and 
refreshed. 
LETTERS 
from page ten 
There Are T w o Sides 
I t ake a b o u t as d im a view of the vir tues 
of fancy and costly church bui ld ings as 
L e o n a r d C h e s t e r does . (Le t t e r to Edi tor , 
J a n . 10, 1978.) But he so overs t a t e s his 
case that I fear it will be wr i t ten off as an 
eccentr ic p r iva te op in ion . 
T h e r e a r e two sides to any a r g u m e n t 
over wha t use the L o r d ' s m o n e y should be 
put . An a t t r a c t i ve church s a n c t u a r y is one 
use. F u r t h e r m o r e , the one w h o provides 
the necessary th ings of life for o thers , must 
have those th ings to give. It is not t o o o f t en 
tha t people give l ike they a r e well-off 
wi thout giving s o m e evidence of being 
well-off. 
Also, $610 ,000 is not m u c h for s o m e 
congrega t ions to pay for a s a n c t u a r y . I 
suspect there a r e those of the b r o t h e r h o o d 
w h o have o n e f i f th t ha t a m o u n t in their 
own pr iva te homes . Inc iden ta l ly M e s s i a h 
Village is a mul t i -mi l l ion do l l a r pro jec t . 
A s for this $610 ,000 s a n c t u a r y being 
built in E l i zabe th town , the very h o m e of 
the B I C miss ion e f fo r t , I get the inverse 
me a n ing f r o m wha t B ro the r C h e s t e r got . 
H o w f o r t u n a t e it is t ha t miss ion head-
q u a r t e r s is loca ted in a town whe re the re 
a r e people ab le and willing to build such a 
church! If I have a need, I wan t to be 
a m o n g peop le well suppl ied with wha t I 
need, and will ing to tu rn it loose. 
Yes, two and two still m a k e four . W e 
still need to t a k e s tock of ou r va lues when 
we begin to plan a ha l f -mi l l ion do l l a r 
church bui lding. I t ' s not an a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
correc t way to use the L o r d ' s money , 
despi te all the f avo rab l e publici ty it will get 
when the beau t i fu l s t r u c t u r e is finished. 
Mi l l a rd H e r r 
A l t a L o m a , C A 
Misinformed 
W e a re d i s tu rbed a b o u t the letter f r o m 
L e o n a r d J . C h e s t e r in the J a n u a r y 10 
" V i s i t o r . " W e a r e d i s a p p o i n t e d [ that the 
E d i t o r ] w o u l d p u b l i s h a l e t t e r f r o m 
s o m e o n e as m i s i n f o r m e d as M r . Ches t e r . 
H e is a p p a r e n t l y not a w a r e of the solid 
con t inua l g r o w t h at the E l i zabe th town 
Bre thren in C h r i s t C h u r c h no r the service 
and o u t r e a c h of this church in the c o m -
mun i ty . H e is also u n a w a r e of bui ld ing 
c o s t s — t h e fact t ha t we can build a s t ruc-
tu re such as this at $28 .00 per s q u a r e foot 
is a very compe t i t i ve cost . 
E d n a and David S a r b e r 
M a r i e t t a , P A 
More Hol iness Emphasis 
1 grea t ly a p p r e c i a t e d and really en joyed 
the a r t ic le " C h r i s t i a n P e r f e c t i o n " by 
T h o m a s H. H e r m i z ( F e b r u a r y 10). T h a t 
ar t ic le w a s food for m y soul, gave m e 
s t rength and c o u r a g e in G o d ' s W o r d , and 
I ' m sure it en l igh tened m a n y hea r t s on t he 
real m e a n i n g of Hol iness . I vote for m o r e 
of these for they t ru ly p resen t the Ho l ines s 
side of ou r belief as a church . But ma in ly it 
was a real good rich message on a g rea t 
Bible t ru th . 
C u r t i s E. B ryan t 
Evere t t , P A 
to page fourteen 
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The writer, with her husband, served with the 
Brethren in Christ Mission Board in Zambia for 
thirteen years. Rev. Kibler is presently the 
administrator of the Messiah Home. The 
Kibters have four children. 
Those interested in learning about rales and 
making of reservations may write to The Barn, 
R. 2. Box 589. Carlisle, PA 17013 or phone 
17171 243-7550. 
" T h e Barn is established for the 
social and spiritual enrichment of 
youth. An atmosphere of trust and of 
'The Presence' shall be maintained at 
all t i m e s in the r ec r ea t i on and 
fellowship provided. All activities will 
be supervised, but generally unstruc-
tured. There will be positive Christian 
input to meet the needs of the persons 
who attend; whether that need is 
acceptance and guidance on a one to 
one basis, fellowship in a group ex-
perience, or coming to know Christ as 
Savior and Lord ." 
That is the philosophy of The Barn. 
Long before there was a philosophy 
there was a seed thought. Let me begin 
there. 
During our years in the Brethren in 
Christ mission program in Zambia we 
had many VS and l-W young people 
pass through our home. One day while 
talking with some of these young 
people I expressed the hope that when 
we came to America to stay, our home 
would be a place where young people 
would feel free to drop in and chat and 
relax. One young man commented, 
"Let it be known that you want them 
and they will be there." 
When we returned to America and 
settled into a community we were 
asked to become the youth directors 
for our local congregation. This was 
an excellent opportunity for us to 
learn many things concerning young 
people. One of the growing concerns 
which we experienced was that kids 
need good, wholesome activity and a 
supervised place to find it. We also 
found that in planning retreats, the 
existing facilities were often booked 
from year to year so that it was 
difficult to find a facility that was open 
for weekend functions. We also soon 
learned that a weak spot in the 
programs of many churches is ac-
tivities for that group of young people 
which we call "young singles." These 
are youth who have graduated from 
high school and therefore do not feel 
comfortable with the youth groups; 
Neither are they quite at home with 
the young married group. These young 
singles came to be very special to us. 
At about that time, I found a huge 
stone barn, in a falling-apart condi-
tion, located near our town. Some 
youth heard me talking about a barn 
as a youth center and became so 
excited about it that they had me call 
to check the selling price of the stone 
barn. The price was frightening but the 
idea had been planted and several of 
the kids began to pray that we would 
get a barn that could be developed into 
a youth center. 
Some months later one young per-
son was visiting in our home and told 
us that his dad said we could have his 
barn. "Jus t tell him what you want 
done to it and he will do it ." I think 
that must have seened too good an 
ofTer to be true and I really didn't 
pursue it. Some weeks later Ron said 
again, " M y dad said if you want our 
barn you better tell him; otherwise, he 
is going to do something else with i t ." 
I then began to realize that this was a 
serious offer and at that point we went 
to see Bob and Pauline Potteiger to 
talk about The Barn ministry. 
We found that they had been in-
terested in providing for a youth 
ministry of this type for some time, 
but there didn't seem to be an ap-
propriate opening until they heard of 
our interest. And, thus, serious plan-
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ning started for the development of 
The Barn, located in New Kingston, 
PA. , between Mechan icsburg and 
Carlisle. 
Soon we contacted a local interior 
decorator friend to look at the barn 
and give suggestions as to what could 
be done to renovate it and make the 
kind of facility that we had in mind. I 
shall never forget that day! It was all 
b e g i n n i n g to h a p p e n and I w a s 
frightened. I knew this was going to 
involve a lot of money. I knew that we 
would never have been involved in 
such a project if I hadn' t been talking 
about it and thinking out loud. I 
thought it seemed like a project that 
would be pleasing to the Lord but I 
needed someth ing really defini te 
before I could comfortably go on. I 
was fearful that I was getting involved 
in something that I wanted. In the wee 
hours of a Thursday morning I prayed 
and said simply, "Lord , this barn 
project is beginning to happen and I 
need to know, without any question, 
whether this is or is not your will. If it 
is your will, let us know and we will 
proceed. If it is not your will let us 
know and we will stop. Somehow, let 
us know your will." 
Later that morning, I opened the 
drawer of our coffee table to get a 
coaster on which to set the cool drink I 
was enjoying with my lunch. I saw in 
the drawer the silver folder which had 
been printed for the 100th anniversary 
of our mission program in Africa. I 
had read the entire folder before but, 
for no special reason that I could see 
just then, I began to read it again and 
to thrill at the faith and almost blind 
obedience of the first missionaries. 
They traveled for seven months by 
ship to a land that was unknown and 
wild and fearsome. And as I was 
r e a d i n g , t h e S p i r i t of t h e L o r d 
ministered to me and said something 
like this, " Y o u see, things are not 
accomplished for Me unless people 
take a blind step of faith and pursue 
the work which 1 lay before them." I 
knew I had my answer. The Barn 
project was to be developed and we 
had the Lord ' s blessing upon it! 
It will be two years this month that 
we began renovations. Kids worked 
with picks, shovels and jack hammers 
to tear out the stables and dig out the 
old floor. Interested adults helped, 
too, all through the various stages of 
renovating. We encountered delays in 
getting the needed permissions to put 
in the sewage system that we needed. 
There were many times when, while 
my husband was meeting with one 
group or another to ask permissions, 
we would have a group of kids praying 
tha t these permiss ions would be 
granted. Finally, all permissions were 
granted and the project began to take 
shape. It is my happy privilege to 
thank the Lord and to tell you that at 
this writing The Barn is ready to serve 
you! 
When you come to visit with us you 
will find a large shuffle board area on 
the first level where you enter the barn. 
Next to it, in what was the stable area, 
you will find a beautiful, lush carpeted 
floor with brand new oak furniture for 
l o u n g i n g , t a b l e g a m e s such as 
monopoly, etc. and a fully equipped 
kitchen. A Sunday school class gave 
us a stereo system. The bathrooms, 
including showers, are also on this first 
level. Upstairs, we have a basketball 
court, volleyball court, pool tables, 
ping pong tables and a lot of spectator 
room. We have a loft and another 
separate upstairs area which is ideal 
for overnight stays. Kids may bring 
sleeping bags and enjoy a weekend 
retreat. 
To date we do not have a tightly 
planned p rog ram. Lverv Tuesday 
night we have a "young singles" 
meeting which enjoys a fellowship 
time and Bible study together. These 
young singles come f rom var ious 
churches in the area and we encourage 
pastors to urge their young singles to 
become a part of this group. 
The ministry at The Barn, while 
first for youth, is open to anyone. We 
encourage Sunday school class par-
ties, Boys' Brigade groups, Pioneer 
Girls' groups, men's prayer breakfast 
groups, family night socials—anyone 





"Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid neither be thou dis-
mayed: For the Lord thy God is with 
thee whi thersoever thou g o e s t . " 
Joshua 1:9 
A Christian friend handed me a 
piece of paper with this verse on it 
the evening before I left home to 
come to Montreal Lake Children's 
Home. I didn't realize the true 
meaning of this verse until I was at 
the Home for a while. God has been 
so real and close to me since I started 
doing V.S. work and it's a closeness 
that I've never felt before. I thank 
God for this. Being the sixth child to 
do V.S. work in our family, my 
b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s h i g h l y 
recommended it for me also. 
The last two weeks of September 
my home church, Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ, Pennsylvania, 
had Fall revival services. October 
first was y o u t h night and t h e 
evangelist spoke on "Doing God ' s 
Will." I thank God forgiving me the 
courage to recommit my life to Him, 
and to take control of it, which He 
surely did that night. Just two weeks 
later I received a call from the 
missions director asking me if I 
would be interested in going to Mon-
treal L a k e Ch i ld ren ' s Home . I 
praised God right then for answering 
my prayer. I arrived at the home on 
December 1, 1977. 
I work as dorm assistant in the 
boys' and gir ls 'dorm doing laundry, 
mending, playing with the children, 
reading a Bible story to them at 
bedtime, and helping to put the 
children to bed. I really enjoy my 
work here and love the children. 
I need your prayers that I might be 
able to show the love of Christ to the 
children. I hope youth today can 
receive the b les s ings t h a t I 'm 
receiving f rom doing V.S. 
Rurb Musser is a member of the 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church. 
She is presently on a t'.S. assignment at 
Montreal Lake Children's Home. Timber 
Bar. Sa.sk.. Canada SOJ 2TO 
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God Was There 
T r a v e l i n g sou th on I n t e r s t a t e 275 f r o m 
T a m p a , F l o r i d a , to S t . P e t e r s b u r g you exit 
on 54th A v e n u e N o r t h , go to 6980 a n d you 
a r e at C a m p F r e e d o m . Dr . K e n n e t h B. 
H o o v e r , o n e of the M i s s i o n s ' D a y s p e a k e r s 
had this to say, " 1 felt a w a r m spir i t of 
fe l lowship in an a t m o s p h e r e of a p p r o p r i a t e 
i n f o r m a l i t y . T h e m e s s a g e s were s t rongly 
based on the W o r d of G o d . E a c h m e m b e r 
o f t h e T r i n i t y w a s e x a l t e d . S t r o n g 
e m p h a s i s w a s g iven t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
hol iness of h e a r t m u s t be fo l lowed by a 
holy life. W e w e r e led b e y o n d in terna l 
e x p e r i e n c e s by t h e s t r o n g m i s s i o n 
e m p h a s i s . M i s s i o n s ' D a y w a s a high poin t . 
M y h e a r t w a s l i f t e d . " 
M a n y sp i r i t s we re l i f ted! Bodies were 
hea led , s ins fo rg iven , h e a r t s c leansed, c o m -
m i t m e n t s c o n f i r m e d a n d the bel ievers filled 
with t he Sp i r i t . G o d ' s m a n i f e s t p resence 
w a s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h r o u g h o u t t he C a m p . 
O n e 94-yea r -o ld b r o t h e r so g race fu l ly 
d a n c e d b e f o r e t he L o r d . T h e shou t of 
t r i u m p h w a s in t h e C a m p . F i n a n c e s c a m e 
(easi ly) . 
T h e m i n i s t r y of t he W o r d was rich. T h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n exa l t ed C h r i s t a n d the pe r son 
and m i n i s t r y of t he H o l y Sp i r i t . Rev . G o r -
d o n W i s h a r t a n d Rev . J o h n R o s e n b e r r y 
e loquen t ly served as evangel is t s . T h e 
It was apparent that death was 
only a few hours away for the guest 
in my father's home. A resident of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
visiting in California, he had made 
my parents' home his home for 
several months. Now he had taken 
seriously III. Hurriedly, at the man's 
request, my father, the late C. C. 
Burkholder called legal counsel; for 
although this visitor had made 
peace with God, he had failed to 
make a will. 
Rallying and putting forth every 
effort, he gave his desires for the 
immediate decisions that would 
need to be made and for the dis-
position of his estate. The will was 
quickly drawn and with help, the 
dying man, with shaky hand, signed 
the document. Two others signed 
as witnesses. 
The above incident took place 
around 1920. As a result of the will, 
an executor was named and the 
plans for funeral, place of burial 
etc., were all carried out according 
music by t he E d w a r d s F a m i l y was sof t , 
w a r m i n g and full of t ru th . T h e E d w a r d s 
were g r ea t l y apprec i a t ed . Sr . R u t h P o t -
te iger c o n d u c t e d ou r first C h i l d r e n ' s 
Services . 
T h e a t t e n d a n c e w a s very excellent with 
add i t iona l sea t ing needed for m o s t of the 
e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s . M a n y n e w p e o p l e 
a t t ended at least a pa r t of the c a m p . C a m p 
lodging was filled to capac i ty . T h e r e were 
as m a n y as 30 t ra i le rs and c a m p e r s on t he 
g r o u n d s a t one t ime! 
T h e w e a t h e r was cooler t h a n n o r m a l , 
but nice. M a n y en joyed s o m e of t he 
o ranges and frui t f r o m our trees. O u r 
c a r e t a k e r s , T h e D a l e Ule rys , had the c a m p 
g r o u n d s in beau t i fu l pa rk - l ike fash ion . 
M a n y fami l i e s use ou r lodging facil i t ies 
and en joy t he win te r m o n t h s in the b a l m y 
south . F o r b o o k i n g reserva t ions , con tac t 
" T h e U l e r y s , " 6980 54th A v e n u e N o r t h , 
S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l o r i d a 33709 or call (813) 
544-4541. 
Rev. K e r m i t F a r l a w and Rev. L u k e 
Ree fe r , S r . a r e listed as evangel is ts for 
J a n u a r y 24th to F e b r u a r y 4 th , 1979 C a m p 
M e e t i n g . Rev. and M r s . E lwood S t u a r t 
will serve as mus ic ians . 
—Simon A. Lehman, Jr. 
to the wishes of the departed. It 
there had been no will, many com-
plications and delays could not 
have been avoided. 
This splendid young man had no 
thoughts of being returned to Penn-
sylvania in a casket—his only 
plans concerned the present. Little 
do we know the future—but it is of 
great importance to be prepared to 
meet God and also to have our 
wishes carried out in relation to our 
possessions. Proper estate plan-
ning can easily be taken care of, if it 
is not put off until too late. 
Send for information regarding 
the preparation of a Christian will. 
Write today: 
Director of Stewardship 
Brethren in Christ Church 
548 N. Second Ave. 
Upland, Calif. 91786 
Ask for the booklet "The Making 
of a Christian Will" — n o cost or 
obligation. 
LETTERS 
from page eleven 
What Wise M e n D o 
In r ega rds to " l a w v io l a t i on , " (Le t t e r s 
to Ed i to r , F e b r u a r y 10) the re is no ques-
tion tha t " w e ough t to obey G o d r a t h e r 
t han m e n . " But it is m o s t s ignif icant to m e 
tha t in all of the t each ings of Jesus , H e 
always t a u g h t civil obedience , even as does 
Pau l in R o m a n s 13, and also Pe t e r in I 
Pe te r 2:11-17. 
W e know tha t w a r is c o r r u p t and wrong, 
but G o d never in s t ruc ted us to t ry to 
legislate g o o d n e s s and peace . W i t h o u t a 
hear t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , w a r s and r u m o r s of 
war will con t inue . I find no place whe re 
Jesus ever ins t ruc ted his fo l lowers to resist, 
de fy , o r in anywise get themse lves involved 
in a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t act ivi t ies — even 
aga ins t the c o r r u p t R o m a n E m p i r e . J e sus 
was not crucif ied because of rebel l ion, bu t 
because of his s inlessness and goodness . 
1 can not subscr ibe to " p a c i f i s m , " bu t I 
shall ever be a " n o n r e s i s t a n t , " a cco rd ing 
to ou r doc t r i na l he r i t age as a Bre thren in 
Chr i s t . 
E l a m D o h n e r 




T h e Antrim congregation held its 6th 
" M i r a c l e M e e t i n g " on Feb . 4, with T h e 
W a t c h m a n Q u a r t e t , K e y s e r , W . V a . , 
p resen t ing special music . Eight pe r sons 
were ano in t ed for phys ica l heal ing. T h e 
pa s to r is Rev. W i l b u r Benner . 
T h e y o u t h of t he Five Forks congrega-
tion hos ted a r e t rea t fo r the Hollowell 
you th at the R h o d e s G r o v e C a m p g r o u n d 
on Sa t . , Feb . 11. T h e pa s to r s are: Five 
F o r k s — R e v . R u p e r t T u r m a n , a n d 
H o l l o w e l l — R e v . K e n n e t h Engle . 
Women Alone Feminar 
All w o m e n a l o n e — w i d o w e d , 
divorced, separated or singles—are 
i n v i t e d t o t h e W o m e n A l o n e 
Feminar to be held at C a m p Hebron, 
Halifax, PA on April 21-23, 1978. 
Theme of the feminar will be — 
"Stress or St rength ." The program 
for the 1978 feminar is being geared 
t o t h e y o u n g e r w o r k i n g a n d 
professional ladies. Speaker will be 
Dr. Paul Unruh from the Family 
Counse l ing Service, Greencas t le , 
PA. 
Mark this date on your calendar 
and plan to attend. 
T h e r e will be a $3 a d v a n c e 
registration fee to be paid by April 7 
and $28 to be paid on arrival. 
For further information write: 
Lucy Lehman, R. D. #9, Box 26, 
York, PA 17402 
Almost Too Late! 
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Presenting the check to the church treasurer, 
Charles Fohringer (left), is the treasurer of the 
class, Eric Myers. Pastor Wesley Smeal looks 
on. 
T h e F a m i l i e s A g i o C l a s s of the Colyer 
congregation p r e sen t ed a s izeable check 
t o w a r d s a new f u r n a c e fo r the church . Rev. 
Wes ley S m e a l is the pas to r . 
M o r e t h a n 60 coup le s of the Mechan-
icsburg congregation en joyed the a n n u a l 
S w e e t h e a r t B a n q u e t with B i shop H e n r y 
G i n d e r as t he gues t speake r . Rev. a n d 
M r s . J o h n H o s t e t t e r were special guests . 
T h e p a s t o r is Rev . C h a r l e s R. B u r g a r d . 
Atlantic 
T h e Llewelyn congregation held a no te-
b u r n i n g c e r e m o n y on S u n d a y , J a n . 1, for 
the p a r s o n a g e a n d recent ly p u r c h a s e d bus. 
T h e p a s t o r , Rev . W i l l i a m F e t r o w , b r o u g h t 
the m o r n i n g message . F o u r g e n e r a t i o n s 
took p a r t in t h e p a r s o n a g e no te -burn ing : 
Rev . L a n d i s , f irst p a s t o r of Llewelyn; his 
d a u g h t e r , M r s . Vengin , w h o is deaconess ; 
M r s . V e n g i n ' s d a u g h t e r , M r s . Beach, w h o 
is t he S u n d a y S c h o o l S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ; a n d 
M r s . V e n g i n ' s g r a n d s o n , M i c h a e l Vengin . 
T r u s t e e s , L e r o y L e i n i n g e r a n d M a r k 
S t r a u s s e r ; a n d S h e r r i e A n d r e w s a n d 
Miche l l e T r u s c o t t t o o k p a r t in t he note-
b u r n i n g fo r t he bus . 
Rev. Gene Burnes, p a s t o r of the newly 
o r g a n i z e d H a r r i s b u r g Bre th ren in C h r i s t 
C h u r c h , p a r t i c i p a t e d in the L e a d e r s h i p 
Cl inic , s p o n s o r e d by Evange l i sm Explo-
sion I I I a t the C o r a l R i d g e P r e s b y t e r i a n 
C h u r c h , F o r t L a u d e r d a l e , F lo r ida , the 
week of F e b r u a r y 3-8. T h e H a r r i s b u r g 
c o n g r e g a t i o n is t he resul t of the c o m b i n i n g 
of the Bel levue P a r k a n d the M e s s i a h 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s in an t i c ipa t ion of t he m o v e 
of the M e s s i a h H o m e min i s t ry f r o m its 
p re sen t loca t ion to t h e new M e s s i a h Vil-
lage n e a r M e c h a n i c s b u r g , P a . Rev . B u r n e s 
w a s t he p a s t o r of t he Bel levue P a r k congre -
ga t ion . 
T h e Pequea congregation sent 26 t o n s 
of corn t h r o u g h M e n n o n i t e Di sas t e r Se r -
vice to he lp f a r m e r s in t he H a r r i s o n b u r g , 
Va . , a r e a . T h e p a s t o r is Rev . G e r a l d 
W i n g e r t . 
Canadian 
A G o s p e l T e a m f r o m E m m a n u e l Bible 
C o l l e g e led t he Houghton congregation in 
the m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service on S u n d a y , 
F e b . 12. Rev . J o h n S i d e r is the pas to r . 
Central Conference 
T h e chi ldren f r o m J u n i o r C h u r c h shared 
in the m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service of t he 
Bethel (Merrill) congregation, on S u n d a y , 
Feb . 19. Rev. Bruce H a w t h o r n , Ba rbe r ton , 
Oh io , b r o u g h t the message . Rev. Bedsaul 
A g e e is the pas to r . 
Bob and J a n i c e K n a p p led a Special 
Q u i z P r e s e n t a t i o n for the Carland Zion 
congregation on S u n d a y morn ing , Feb. 12. 
J a n i c e is the C e n t r a l C o n f e r e n c e quiz 
d i rec tor . T h e pa s to r is Rev . Er ic S t a n t o n . 
O n M a r c h i, t h e Highland congregation 
b e g a n a " G o o d N e w s C l u b " o n 
W e d n e s d a y evenings for boys and girls 
t h rough the 5th g rade . Rev. Lou i s C o b e r is 
the pas to r . 
Midwest 
T h e C o r n B i b l e A c a d e m y C h o i r 
presented a p r o g r a m to the Bethany con-
gregation on S u n d a y evening, Feb. 26. T h e 
pa s to r is Rev. C h a r l e s Rickel . 
Rev. Joel Carlson and his wife, Faithe, 
have recent ly a s s u m e d in te r im pas to ra l 
l eadersh ip to the Rosebank congregation. 
T h e Zion congregation is in search for a 
new n a m e for the i r midweek activit ies. 
M e m b e r s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o m a k e 
sugges t ions to t he pas to r . Rev. P a u l Hess . 
Pacific 
T h e W o m e n ' s Fe l lowsh ip of t he Life 
L i n e c o n g r e g a t i o n a r e u s i n g C l y d e 
N a r r a m o r e ' s b o o k , " A W o m e n ' s W o r l d , " 
in the i r T h u r s d a y meet ings . Rev. Pau l Hill 
is the pas to r . 
T h e Redwood Country congregation h a s 
begun a Y o u t h C h o i r and they will be 
s inging J o h n F i sche r ' s " N e w C o v e n a n t " in 
the G r a n t s P a s s a r e a this spring. T h e 
pa s to r s a r e Rev. S a m u e l and Melvin 
Ho l l ingswor th . 
Births 
Addleman: T r a c y Lynn , bo rn J a n . 27, 
to M r . and M r s . T h o m a s A d d l e m a n , 
Co lye r c o n g r e g a t i o n . Pa . 
Baker: A lyce Rache l le , born Oc t . 1, to 
M r . and M r s . Wi l l i am Baker , S h e r m a n s 
Val ley c o n g r e g a t i o n . P a . 
Davis: R o b b y Lynn , bo rn Feb . 1, to 
R a n d y and T i n a Davis , Hol lowel l con-
g rega t ion , Pa . 
McKinney: Danie l S teven , b o r n Sep t . 5, 
to M r . and M r s . M i c h a e l M c K i n n e y , 
C o l y e r c o n g r e g a t i o n . Pa . 
Stauffer: J ane l l e M a r i e , b o r n J a n . 27, 
to J a m e s and J a n e ( Z e r c h e r ) S tau f fe r , 
L a n c a s t e r congrega t ion , P a . 
Obituaries 
Albrecht: M e n n o A l b r e c h t , born J a n . 
19, 1908, died Nov . 29, 1977. H e is 
survived by his wife, M a r y K a u f m a n 
Alb rech t ; t h r e e sons: D o n a l d , Edward , and 
David; a d a u g h t e r , N a n c y ; 11 g r a n d -
chi ldren; two g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a b ro th -
er; and two sisters. H e w a s preceded in 
d e a t h by his first wife, I r ene Kropf . H e 
was a m e m b e r of t he R o s e b a n k ( O n t a r i o ) 
Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h where the 
funera l service w a s off ic ia ted by Rev. 
J a m e s S ide r and Rev. C l i f fo rd Vo ta ry . 
I n t e r m e n t was in the R o s e b a n k C e m e t e r y . 
Cordell: Daniel Lee Corde l l , G reencas -
tle, Pa . , died Feb . 13, 1978, at the age of 
49. H e was the son of H e r b e r t and M a z i e 
(Clever) Corde l l w h o preceded him in 
dea th . H e is survived by his wife, F rances ; 
th ree sons: Daniel D., Douglas , and Den-
nis; a d a u g h t e r , M r s . D o n n a Tay lo r : five 
g randch i ld ren ; a sister; and six b ro the r s . 
H e w a s a m e m b e r of t h e H o l l o w e l l 
Bre th ren in Chr i s t C h u r c h where he served 
on the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Board . T h e fune ra l 
was conduc t ed in the Hol lowel l C h u r c h by 
Rev. K e n n e t h Eng le a n d a b ro the r , Bishop 
M e r l e Corde l l . I n t e r m e n t w a s in the G r e e n 
Hill C e m e t e r y , W a y n e s b o r o , P a . 
Kipe: M r s . V e r d a R. Kipe , born J u n e 
22, 1932, in C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa . , died Feb. 
15, 1978, in the W a s h i n g t o n C o . Hosp i t a l , 
H a g e r s t o w n , M d . S h e is survived by her 
husba nd , H a r r y L. Kipe; a d a u g h t e r , 
G lo r i a J . ; a son, David H. ; a fos ter 
d a u g h t e r , M r s . C a r o l Ho l t ry ; her m o t h e r , 
M r s . A n n a M a r y Z o o k ; four b ro the r s ; 
th ree sisters; and a n u m b e r of nieces and 
n e p h e w s . S h e w a s a m e m b e r of t h e 
C h a m b e r s b u r g Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h 
where the fune ra l service was c o n d u c t e d by 
Rev. A . Grayb i l l B r u b a k e r and Rev. J a c o b 
Gl ick . I n t e r m e n t was in the Ai r Hill 
C e m e t e r y . 
R i f e : R a y m o n d W . R i f e , S r . , 
M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa . , born O c t . 14, 1903, 
died J a n . 21, 1978. H e is survived by two 
sons: Ear l W . , a n d R a y m o n d , J r . ; two 
daugh t e r s : M r s . Pau l ine S c h n e i d e r and 
M r s . J u n e Bador f ; a b r o t h e r , P a u l : t w o 
sisters: M r s . Pea r l L e h m a n and M r s . 
F a n n y Bear ; 12 g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; and two 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n . H e was a m e m b e r of 
the M e c h a n i c s b u r g Bre thren in Chr i s t 
C h u r c h whe re the funera l service w a s 
conduc ted by Rev. C h a r l e s R. B u r g a r d . 
I n t e r m e n t w a s in t he M e c h a n i c s b u r g 
C e m e t e r y . 
Simmons: R u t h N . S i m m o n s , M e s s i a h 
H o m e , H a r r i s b u r g , Pa . , bo rn Apr i l 17, 
1913, died Feb. 12, 1978, in the H a r r i s b u r g 
Hosp i t a l . S h e is survived by her m o t h e r , 
M r s . E l s i e S i m m o n s ; t w o b r o t h e r s : 
S a m u e l and Pau l ; a n d six sisters: M r s . 
Blanche Lebo , M r s . Dessa Diller; M r s . 
Helen Pot te iger , M r s . R h o d a L e h m a n , 
M r s . M a r y Bundy , a n d Mrs . M a r t h a 
Ginde r . S h e was p receded in dea th by her 
fa ther . Rev. R e u b e n E. S i m m o n s . S h e was 
a m e m b e r of the M e c h a n i c s b u r g Bre th ren 
in Chr i s t C h u r c h were the fune ra l service 
w a s c o n d u c t e d by R e v . C h a r l e s R . 
Burga rd . I n t e r m e n t was in the M o u n t Z i o n 
C e m e t e r y . 
Young: M a r y K. Y o u n g , H o w a r d , P a . , 
died J a n . 12, 1978, at the age of 84. S h e is 
survived by two sons ; five d a u g h t e r s ; 23 
g r andch i ld r en ; 36 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; a n d 
two g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n . S h e was a 
m e m b e r of the M a r s h C r e e k Bre th ren in 
Chr i s t C h u r c h . Rev . Lloyd B u c k w a l t e r 
conduc t ed the funera l service. I n t e r m e n t 
w a s in the S u m m i t Hill C e m e t e r y . 
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What About Restitution? 
Melvin H. Snyder 
Gypsy Smith , the famous British evangelist had a 
sermon on the text, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved," but his sermon subject was "St r ipe 
Wash ing"—a message on restitution. It was a challenge to 
the easy-believism of his day, and ours. The evangelist, in 
this one of his most famous sermons, averred that any 
profession of faith which did not produce "str ipe washing" 
was spurious and could not possibly be a saving faith. The 
proof of the Philippian jailer 's genuine conversion to God, 
he insisted, is given in Acts 16:33-34 — " And he took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and 
was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and 
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house." 
This popular and fruitful evangelist certainly was not a 
legalist. He did not believe restitution to be a legal 
t ransact ion by which one squares himself with God and is 
thereby justified. On the other hand, he did believe, and 
upon solid biblical grounds, that a sinner justified by faith 
only would demonst ra te the grace received by seeking to 
right all wrongs toward his fellowman. 
Grace does not abrogate or lower the standard of the 
moral law but rather exalts it. If under the law a penitent 
sinner was required to " res tore the pledge, give again that 
he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without 
commit t ing iniquity" (Ezek. 33:15), it is folly to think that 
one under grace will do less than the law requires. While 
one does not make restitution (except in his heart) to be 
saved, he certainly will make restitution because he is 
saved. This will include confessions to those whom he has 
wronged, the paying of old debts and the seeking to right 
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all wrong relationships with his fellowman insofar as it lies 
within his power, for "love worketh no ill to his neighbor: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:10). 
That love will not allow one to rest until he has a 
"conscience void of offense toward God, and toward men" 
(Acts 24:16b). 
This note needs to be sounded again in all its biblical 
clarity. All too often, the current emphasis on the 
emotional, the aesthetic, and the ecstatic has not lent itself 
to a rugged call to repentance which changes lifestyles and 
effects a total change of direction. A modern John the 
Baptist needs to again demand "f rui ts meet for repen-
tance" before faith is accepted as genuine and baptism 
administered. This kind of revival would soon convince the 
world of the genuineness of our holy religion. 
The command of our Lord, "Repent and believe the 
gospel" is the only biblical way to enter the kingdom. Note 
the order: Repentance first and faith second. In fact, the 
latter is impossible without the former. In my youth, I 
often heard the saints talk about a sinner getting on 
"believing ground." By this they meant saving faith was 
impossible without certain prerequisites. Were they scrip-
tural in this demand? They certainly were. No less an 
authority than our Lord himself chided the unbelieving 
Jews, " H o w can ye believe, which receive honor one of 
another . . .?" (John 5:44). Their unrenounced carnal 
pride, according to Jesus, made faith impossible. Repen-
tance, therefore, is absolutely essential to the faith that 
really saves. 
Without question, the depth and genuineness of any 
evangelistic crusade can be measured in terms of how it 
affects man 's relationships with man, as well as with God. 
As John puts it, "he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?" 
(I John 4:20b). 
